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Stimulus 


U.S. death toll 
tops 100; 
experts expect 
rapid increase 


BY REIS THEBAULT, 
JACQUELINE DUPREE 
AND ABIGAIL HAUSLOHNER 


Coronavirus has killed from 
coast to coast. It devastated a 
nursing home in Washington 
state and crept into the heart- 
land. Across the United States, 
more than 100 people infected 
with the highly contagious new 
virus have now died — a toll that 
experts expect to rise quickly. 

This country’s first fatal cases 
offer a preview of the challenges 
ahead, as Americans battle a 
disease that has killed thousands 
of people worldwide. The Wash- 
ington Post has tracked every 
known U.S. death and has ana- 
lyzed data provided by state and 
local health officials, families of 
the victims, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Of the first 100 reported fatali- 
ties, many people appear to have 
had underlying health condi- 
tions, making it harder for their 
bodies to fight off covid-19, the 
disease caused by the novel coro- 
navirus. Some had diabetes, kid- 
ney failure, hypertension or pul- 
monary ailments. 

Nearly all — about 85 percent 
— were older than 60, and about 
45 percent were older than 80. 
It’s unclear how some of them 
contracted the disease, but more 
than a third were living in resi- 
dential care facilities when they 
became ill. 

What is known about the scale 
of transmission and the high 

SEE TOLL ON A19 


More coverage 


Providers at risk: Health workers 
say they’re left vulnerable. A11 


Mental well-being: Experts offer 
tips on coping with the crisis. A13 


Agencies adjust: Social Security 
and IRS shift staff to telework. A14 


Visits suspended: Prisons grapple 
with chaos in close quarters. A15 


Region’s response: Gov. Hogan 
delays primary as cases spike. B1 


New NBA cases: Kevin Durant and 
three teammates test positive. D1 
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A covid-19 patient is transferred from an ambulance Tuesday in Rome. The virus death toll has topped 2,500 in Italy, where a nationwide 
lockdown is in effect. In the United States, the virus has now been confirmed in all 50 states, with West Virginia reporting its first case. 


As a D.C. therapist recovers in quarantine, 
one thing she can’t shake is the guilt 


BY PAUL SCHWARTZMAN 


By last Wednesday, the tickle 
in Alison McGrath Howard’s 
throat had turned into chills, 
though not severe enough to 
keep her from seeing 
six patients who came 
to her Northwest Wash- 
ington office for psy- 
chotherapy. 

Twenty-four hours 
later, while walking her 
dog, Howard felt dizzy 
and fatigued. She anx- 
iously catalogued her 
recent activities: gro- 
cery shopping, hanging 
with her two teenagers, going to 
her book club and attending a 
conference in Manhattan with 
1,100 therapists from around the 
world. 


Howard 


On Monday, Howard, 54, 
learned that she had tested 
positive for the novel corona- 
virus. 

“Oh no,” she said when the 
infectious disease specialist 
called with the results. 

Now she is quaran- 
tined in her apartment, 
among the growing list 
of more than 100 people 
from across greater 
Washington known, as 
of Monday night, to 
have the virus. 

The victims span the 
region and all its vari- 
ety: an Episcopal rector 
who may have infected con- 
gregants at his Georgetown 
church; two Northern Virginia 
military personnel; half a doz- 

SEE PATIENT ON A12 


Researchers’ chilling models spark 
new virus strategies in U.S., Britain 


BY WILLIAM BOOTH 


LONDON — Immediately after 
Boris Johnson completed his 
Monday evening news confer- 
ence, which saw a somber prime 
minister encourage his fellow 
citizens to avoid “all nonessen- 
tial contact with others,’ his 
aides hustled reporters into a 
second, off-camera briefing. 

That session presented jaw- 
dropping numbers from some of 
Britain’s top modelers of infec- 
tious disease, who predicted the 
deadly course of the coronavirus 
could quickly kill hundreds of 
thousands in both the United 
Kingdom and the United States, 
as surges of sick and dying pa- 
tients overwhelmed hospitals 
and critical care units. 

The new forecasts, by Neil 


Ferguson and his colleagues at the 
Imperial College COVID-19 Re- 
sponse Team, were quickly en- 
dorsed by Johnson’s government 
to design new and more extreme 
measures to suppress the spread 
of the virus. 

The report is also influencing 
planning by the Trump adminis- 
tration. Deborah Birx, who serves 
as the coordinator of the White 
House coronavirus task force, cit- 
ed the British analysis at a news 
conference Monday, saying her 
response team was especially fo- 
cused on the report’s conclusion 
that an entire household should 
self-quarantine for 14 days if one 
of its members is stricken by the 
virus. 

The Imperial College London 
group reported that if nothing 

SEE REPORT ON A20 
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URGENCY AS VIRUS 
PUMMELS ECONOMY 


Direct payments part 
of emerging proposal 


BY ERICA WERNER, 
JEFF STEIN 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 


The Trump administration 
wants to send direct cash pay- 
ments to Americans in the com- 
ing weeks to help them cope with 
the economic ravages of the coro- 
navirus, Treasury Secretary Ste- 
ven Mnuchin said Tuesday, part 
of a massive economic stimulus 
package taking shape between 
the White House and Capitol Hill. 

The overall price tag of the 
package could be around $1 tril- 
lion, Mnuchin told reporters on 
Capitol Hill after meeting with 
GOP senators, making it one of 
the largest federal emergency fis- 
cal packages ever assembled. 

He also gave lawmakers a dire 
warning if they failed to act, 
saying the unemployment rate 
could spike to nearly 20 percent 
from the roughly 3.5 percent level 
it notched in February, according 
to three people familiar with his 
comments, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to reveal 
internal deliberations. 

News of the stimulus planning 
sent the Dow Jones industrial 
average up more than 1,000 
points Tuesday as it recovered 
some of its losses from Monday. 

However, reservations ex- 
pressed by Democrats on Tuesday 
over various aspects of the pack- 
age suggested that it could take 
some time to arrive at a biparti- 
san agreement that could pass 
both chambers of Congress. 

The scramble for a deal comes 
while the coronavirus pandemic 
has upended everyday life for 
many Americans. On Tuesday, 
officials on North Carolina’s Out- 
er Banks took steps to begin 
restricting tourists and visitors to 
limit permanent residents’ expo- 
sure. The San Francisco area be- 
gan asking residents to stay 
home, a tactic New York officials 
are also studying. Meanwhile, 
Marriott International, the 
world’s largest hotel brand, began 
furloughs affecting tens of thou- 
sands of employees. 

With parts of the economy 
appearing to be in free fall, layoffs 
mounting each day and indus- 

SEE VIRUS ON A26 
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Biden sweeps 3 states on a primary day overshadowed by virus 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER, 
ANNIE LINSKEY 
AND SEAN SULLIVAN 


Former vice president Joe 
Biden swept to decisive wins in 
Florida, Illinois and Arizona on 
Tuesday, extending his run of 
victories on a primary election 
day in which the growing nation- 
al response to the coronavirus 
pandemic complicated voting as 
it threatened to disrupt future 
contests. 

The emphatic wins raised fur- 
ther questions about the viability 
of the campaign of Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (I-Vt.). It set Biden, who 
began the day leading the contest 
by more than 100 delegates, on a 
clear course to a first-ballot vic- 
tory at the Democratic National 
Convention in July barring a 
seismic shift in the race’s dynam- 
ics. 

This was the third consecutive 
week of voting in which Biden 
dramatically outperformed 
Sanders, including 16 of the past 
21 contests before Tuesday’s. 

“Our campaign has had a very 
good night,” said Biden, speaking 


Delegate counts 
through 11:38 p.m. 


Bernie 
Sanders 


735 


+59 DELEGATES 


Joe 
Biden 


966 


+142 DELEGATES 


Confusion and closures 
Last-minute challenges confronted 
volunteers, voters in Chicago. A5 


briefly Tuesday evening on a live 
stream from his home in Wilm- 
ington, Del. “We moved closer to 
securing the Democratic Party’s 
nomination for president. And 
were doing it by building a broad 
coalition,” he said, pointing to 
support from minorities and 

suburban women. 
Biden offered a message 
aimed at unifying the party, 
SEE PRIMARIES ON A4 
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Volunteers Linda Hull, left, and Carolyn Myers give instructions to a voter in Illinois on Tuesday. 
Despite worries about the novel coronavirus, Illinois, Florida and Arizona still held primaries. 


China to expel 
reporters for 
The Post, two 
other papers 


BY EMILY RAUHALA 


Chinese authorities announced 
Tuesday that U.S. journalists from 
The Washington Post, the New 
York Times and the Wall Street 
Journal will effectively be expelled 
from the country as part of retalia- 
tion for Trump administration 
limits on U.S.-based Chinese state 
media. 

The move widens another rift 
in U.S.-China relations already 
strained by trade disputes and 
questions over how the world’s 
two biggest economies will recali- 
brate their ties after the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

In a statement published Tues- 
day, China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said the three U.S. outlets, 
plus Voice of America and Time 
magazine, will be designated as 
“foreign missions” and must re- 
port information about their 
staffs, finances, operations and 
real estate in China. 

SEE CHINA ON A2 
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IN THE NEWS 


Homeland Security The department’s 
watchdog division has been so weakened it is 
failing to provide basic oversight, according to 
whistleblowers and lawmakers. A3 


Brady’s shipping out New Englanders must 
adjust to a new reality after their quarterback 
announced his split with the Patriots. D1 


THE NATION 

Former congressman 
Duncan D. Hunter was 
sentenced to 11 months 
in prison after admit- 
ting to misusing cam- 
paign funds. A2 


THE WORLD 
Ukraine’s prosecutor 


general was replaced by 
an ally of the president, 
a move condemned by 
anti-corruption activ- 
ists. A8 


THE REGION 

The Maryland House 
approved a $47.9 billion 
budget that includes 


$100 million for Gov. 
Larry Hogan to respond 
to the pandemic. B2 

Ed Lazere, the head of 
a left-leaning think 
tank, said he will run as 
an independent for an 
at-large seat on the D.C. 
Council. B2 


OBITUARIES 
Richard L. Hanna, a 
three-term Republican 


congressman from Up- 
state New York who was 
unafraid of going 
against his party, has 
died at 69. B7 


STYLE 

Lily King’s wonderful, 
witty and heartfelt novel 
“Writers & Lovers” 
breaks conventional lit- 
erary rules — but her 
risks have paid off. C1 


Cocktail revolution 
The Penicillin, the Paper 
Plane and the Trinidad 
Sour are among a new 
crop of modern classics. 


STYLE 

Deferred decision 
What happens when 
college kids leave the 
nest — and the pandemic 
sends them back. C1 
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